OPERATOR LEVEL HAZMAT TRAINING

1.  IMPORTANCE:  Hazardous materials and waste (HAZMAT) are generated by a variety of sources on FT Hood.  We are primarily concerned with what materials/wastes we come in contact with or generate in the motor pool.  The emphasis is on protecting the environment as well as ensuring all personnel are aware of the safe handling of HAZMAT and complying with established regulations.  We must not allow the wastes generated by our unit to enter the surface water run off system or the sanitary sewer system.  In addition, the proper disposal of solid hazardous waste is important.

2.  IDENTIFICATION:  What is HAZMAT?  According to FT Hood Reg. 200-2, “a hazardous material is any substance, solid or liquid, that is either ignitable, corrosive, reactive, or toxic”.  Some of the HAZMATs we come into common contact with are:


BATTERIES:  Lithium, Magnesium, Mercury, Alkaline, and 




     Nickel-Cadmium.


MOTOR POOL WASTES:  Anti-freeze, Grease, Petroleum and 





      Petroleum containers.


NBC WASTES:  Filter Elements, Decon Kits, M256 Kits, DS2 and 




      STB.


PAINT WASTES:  Aerosol Paint Cans, Paint Solvents, and Latex 





 Paints.  

These products are the most common wastes generators.  However, anything that meets the above definition of a HAZMAT shall be given proper consideration.

3.  HANDLING:  When handling any of the above listed materials or any HAZMAT proper safety precautions should be taken.

    GENERAL PRECAUTIONS:

-Batteries should be stored in a cool dry area away from any flammable materials.  Whenever handling liquid filled batteries, protective gloves, apron, and goggles (available in the motor pool) should be worn.  Never discharge any batteries; this is not an operator level task.

-All solvents such as anti-freeze, waste fuel and waste oil must be contained in approved containers.  Any spill must be contained and/or cleaned up immediately.  Dry sweep and a spill kit are located in the motor pool.  SOLVENTS MUST NEVER BE EMPTIED INTO WATER DRAINS OR SEWERS.

-NBC Materials such as DS2, STB and M256 Kits should be handled using gloves and protective masks.  They should always be stored in cool, dry places away from other HAZMATs.

-Paints should be used in a well-ventilated area using breathing and eye protection.  Paints are to be stored in approved paint lockers only.

-Any areas used to store HAZMAT must have labels with first aid instructions listed and the HAZMAT material safety data sheet (MSDS) clearly displayed.  All personnel that work in area containing HAZMATs must know where the MSDS are located.  A master list of all MSDS can be found in the motor pool, see the Motor Sergeant.

4.  DISPOSAL:  FT Hood generates over 40,000 tons of solid waste and over 400,000 gallons of liquid waste per year.  It is estimated that a large percentage of this waste is disposed of improperly (i.e. poured into ditches, spillways and sewer drains or simply thrown out with non-hazardous waste).  It is everyone’s responsibility to ensure that HAZMATs are disposed of properly.  Not only is it bad for the environment, but improper disposal of hazardous wastes can lead to large fines or even imprisonment.

-HAZARDOUS WASTES WILL NOT BE DISPOSED of by dumping into sewers, streams, water run off systems, or by burning, dumping, evaporating or mixing with waste oil.

-Waste oil will be emptied into the waste oil containers located in the motor pool.

-Waste solvents such as anti-freeze will be emptied into properly marked container located in the motor pool.

- Batteries will be returned to the unit commo shop for disposal.

-All vehicles will have drip pans under them.  Vehicles with known leaks will have the drip pan placed where the pan will catch the drip.

-Spills and leaks must be contained and absorbed immediately.

-Used dry sweep and rags will be disposed of in properly marked containers.

-Empty oil or solvent containers must be completely drained and placed in the properly marked disposal container.

-Every attempt should be made to recycle paper, plastic, metal, and wood.

Consult the Unit Environmental Coordinator, SPC Hodge, or the Unit HAZMAT Officer, 1LT Rodgers, or the Motor Sergeant if you have questions concerning the storage, use or disposal of any HAZMAT. 
