DRAFT

ON SCENE COMMANDERS GUIDE

HAZMAT RESPONSE


Background:  The purpose of this on-scene commander’s guide is to provide general guidelines for law enforcement response to a hazardous materials (haz-mat) incident either biological or chemical in nature.   Protection of persons, property and the environment should be first and foremost mission of the on-scene commander.  This guide is designed to support and assist the on-scene commander and as a supporting guide for local SOP’s and MOU’s

Law enforcement agencies respond to hazardous materials (hazmat) incidents both accidental and criminal in nature.  Officer safety and safety of bystanders are paramount in the successful response and mitigation.  In a HAZMAT situation, Military Police (MP) may often be the first responding units on the scene.  As such, the first responding MP’s may be responsible for perimeter establishment, initial first aid efforts, scene assessment and evacuation efforts.  MP’s are not trained nor equipped to perform mitigation or clean up efforts at a HAZMAT scene.  Upon arrival of the fire department, the Fire Chief will normally assume the responsibilities as the On Scene Incident Commander.  MP’s will then play a supporting role until mitigation or clean up efforts are complete.  The protection of Persons, Property and the Environment should lead prioritization.

On Scene Commanders should be cognizant of FOUR area of consideration: Recognition and Identification; Notification; Isolation, and Protection.  

Rule of Thumb:  Extend arm outward and raise thumb.  Close on eye and try to cover threat area with thumb.  If thumb does not cover area, you are TOO CLOSE.
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NOTIFICATION OF HAZ MAT DUMP SITE (COLD)

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) should not be required except by personnel directly handling evidence or suspected contaminated materials.  * Military Police responding to a HAZMAT scene SHOULD NOT directly enter scene (contaminated area) or attempt to collect contaminated evidence until arrival of appropriate environmental response has rendered area safe. *

** When dealing with an indoor threat, the building itself will normally provide natural containment. **

· Treat as a crime scene

· Approach from upwind/uphill

· Do not park near building exhaust vents

· Identify threat or hazard area (visual assessment)

· Structure: location and type (open field, warehouse, garage, outbuilding etc.)

· Container(s) size and Markings

· Senses (sight, smell, hearing)

· Establish perimeter (150 – 300 meters from contaminated area) and safe zones as needed

· Establish access control point and safe approach route

· Notify environmental response team and/or fire department hazmat team

· MPI and CID notification as per local SOP

· Remove and render first aid to victims *Note: Consideration should be given to safety/contamination of responders and victims.  If necessary, await arrival of equipped rescue personnel.  AVOID direct contamination and exposure to responders.
· Evacuate bystanders to established safe zones (uphill and upwind)

· Establish Traffic Control Points as needed (additional units)

· Identify witnesses

· Identify building/maintenance manager

· Secure ventilation system

· Secure building zones for containment

· Identify and protect potential evidence

· Document crime scene photograph scene and potential evidence

· Maintain scene security and perimeter as needed

· Upon arrival of fire department/hazmat team

· Brief on MP actions, scene status

NOTIFICATION OF REPORTED BIOLOGICAL THREAT (NO RELEASE)

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) should not be required unless hazard or risks are confirmed.  At a minimum, all responders inside the scene should wear latex gloves.  Levels of required PPE will be determined by scene assessment * Military Police responding to a HAZMAT scene SHOULD NOT directly enter scene (contaminated area) or attempt to collect contaminated evidence until arrival of appropriate environmental response has rendered area safe. *

** When dealing with an indoor threat, the building itself will normally provide natural containment. **

· Treat as a crime scene

· Approach scene from upwind/uphill

· Do not park near to building exhaust vents

· Identify threat or hazard area (visual assessment)

· Location (outside or inside, restroom, break room etc.)

· Container (envelope, package, powder etc.)

· Senses (sight, smell, hearing)

· Establish perimeter and safe zones (uphill/upwind)

· Establish access control and safe approach route

· Notify fire department, medical and environmental response teams as per local SOP’s

· Evacuate and isolate persons in “at risk” area for medical evaluation as needed

· Identify witnesses

· Identify building/maintenance manager

· Secure ventilation systems

· Secure building zones for containment

· Search scene to confirm/deny presence of suspicious containers

· Establish Traffic Control Points (as needed)

· Identify and protect potential evidence if found

· Document scene and potential evidence

· Upon arrival of fire department/hazmat team

· Brief on MP actions, scene status

NOTIFICATION OF BIOLOGICAL THREAT (RELEASE)

Military Police responding to a HAZMAT scene SHOULD NOT directly enter scene (contaminated area) or attempt to collect contaminated evidence until arrival of appropriate environmental response has rendered area safe. *  Only individuals with proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) should consider entering the contaminated area (hot zone).  

** When dealing with an indoor threat, the building itself will normally provide natural containment. **

· Treat as a crime scene
· Approach scene from upwind/uphill

· Do not park near building exhaust vents

· Identify immediate life hazards and threat area. (Visual assessment)

· Be cognizant of possible secondary device

· Vapor clouds or plumes

· Unusual odors 

· Monitor wind direction (weather conditions)
· Establish perimeter (rule of thumb) and safe zones
· Establish access control, safe approach route and TCP’s as needed
· Notify fire department, medical and activate EOC and ICS as directed by local SOP
· EOD notification if secondary device suspected
· Begin evacuation of persons in immediate “at risk” (downhill/downwind) areas and persons (non EMS) within the established perimeter.
· Identify and isolate victims for treatment by medical personnel.  *Note: Consideration should be given to safety/contamination of responders and victims.  If necessary, await arrival of equipped rescue personnel.  AVOID direct contamination and exposure to responders.

· Treat all potentially exposed personnel as contaminated
· Identify facility/maintenance manager 
· Secure ventilation systems
· Secure building zones for containment
· Begin large scale evacuation as situation dictates
· Identify and interview all potential witnesses and victims
· Upon arrival of fire department/hazmat team

· Brief on MP actions scene status

NOTIFICATION OF REPORTED CHEMICAL THREAT (NO RELEASE)

Personal Protective Equipment should not be required unless hazard or risks are confirmed.  At a minimum, all responders inside the scene should wear latex gloves.  * Military Police responding to a HAZMAT scene SHOULD NOT directly enter scene (contaminated area) or attempt to collect contaminated evidence until arrival of appropriate environmental response has rendered area safe. *

** When dealing with an indoor threat, the building itself will normally provide natural containment. **

· Treat as a crime scene

· Approach scene from upwind/uphill

· Don not park near building exhaust vents

· Identify threat or hazard area (visual assessment)

· Location (outside or inside, mobile tanker, fixed site.)

· Container (tank, pipeline bulk etc.)

· Senses (sight, smell, hearing)

· Establish perimeter and safe zones (uphill/upwind)

· Establish access control and safe approach route

· Notify fire department, medical and environmental response teams as per local SOP’s

· Evacuate and isolate persons in “at risk” area for medical evaluation as needed

· Identify witnesses and all victims

· Identify building/maintenance manager 

· Secure ventilation system

· Secure building zones for containment

· Establish Traffic Control Points (as needed)

· Identify and protect potential evidence if found

· Document scene and potential evidence

· Maintain scene and perimeter security as needed

· Upon arrival of fire department/hazmat team

· Brief on MP actions, scene status

NOTIFICATION OF CHEMICAL THREAT (RELEASE)

Military Police responding to a HAZMAT scene SHOULD NOT directly enter scene (contaminated area) or attempt to collect contaminated evidence until arrival of appropriate environmental response has rendered area safe. *  Only individuals with proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) should consider entering the contaminated area (hot zone).  

** When dealing with an indoor threat, the building itself will normally provide natural containment. **

· Treat as a crime scene
· Approach scene from upwind/uphill

· Do not park near building exhaust vents

· Identify immediate life hazards and threat area. (Visual assessment)

· Be cognizant of possible secondary device

· Location (outside or inside, mobile tanker, fixed site.)

· Container (tank, pipeline bulk etc.)

· Vapor clouds or plumes

· Unusual odors 

· Senses (sight, smell, hearing)

· Monitor wind direction (weather conditions)
· Establish perimeter (rule of thumb) and safe zones
· Establish access control, safe approach route and TCP’s as needed
· Notify fire department, medical and activate EOC and ICS as directed by local SOP
· EOD notification if secondary device suspected
· Begin evacuation of persons in immediate “at risk” (downhill/downwind) areas and persons (non EMS) within the established perimeter.
· Identify and isolate victims for treatment by medical personnel.  *Note: Consideration should be given to safety/contamination of responders and victims.  If necessary, await arrival of equipped rescue personnel.  AVOID direct contamination and exposure to responders.

· Treat all potentially exposed personnel as contaminated
· Identify building/maintenance manager
· Secure ventilation system
· Secure building zones for containment
· Begin large scale evacuation as situation dictates
· Identify and interview all potential witnesses and victims
· Upon arrival of fire department/hazmat team

· Brief on MP actions, scene status
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