Motorcycle/All Terrain Vehicle Operator Agreement 

BACKGROUND: Traffic accidents are a leading cause of death and disability in the United States. Motorcycle (MC) crashes claim the lives of over 2,000 riders each year. Motorcyclists are 16 times more likely than passenger car occupants to die in a traffic accident and about four times as likely to be injured. While only 20 percent of car crashes result in injury or death, an astounding 80 percent of motorcycle crashes involve injury or death (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)). 

Despite the best prevention efforts, motorcycle/ATV crashes do occur. During an accident, the most important factor in reducing injury is personal protection for the operator. Education, reflective equipment, gloves, clothing, proper footwear, eye protection, and helmets provide this personal protection. Helmets are by far the motorcycle/ATV rider’s most important safety equipment because they protect against injuries to the head and brain. A helmet only works if a rider wears it. Department of Defense (DoD) requires use of a helmet even in those states where helmets are not required by state traffic law. The helmet must be certified to meet Department of Transportation (DOT) standards and must be properly fastened under the chin. Novelty helmets and other helmets may not meet DOT standards. 

Rider education in accident prevention develops critical skills for safe operation of MC/ATVs. DoD requires completion of a Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) approved course prior to motorcycle operation on Army installations. 

1. Purpose. To provide a sample “Motorcycle Operator/All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) Requirements and Individual Responsibilities Agreement” to be signed by the individual soldier operating or intending to operate a motorcycle or ATV. The agreement is to be signed after the commander/leader has ensured the soldier has read and understands the statement of requirements and responsibilities. The agreement is designed to: 

a. Involve the chain of command in the effort to reduce MC/ ATV accidents. 

b. Encourage safe MC/ATV operations, on and off duty. 

c. Inform MC/ATV operators of their Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) requirements and responsibilities for training, licensing, and operating these vehicles. 

2. Responsibilities. 
a. Commanders and Leaders 
(1) Establish Commander’s Policy to institute the MC/ATV operator individual agreement. Take appropriate action(s) when non-compliance with the agreement is detected/reported. 

(2) During new personnel orientation, inform soldiers of the MC/ATV operator requirements and responsibilities and the agreement. 

(3) Have MC/ATV operator read the statement of motorcycle operator/ATV requirements and responsibilities (sample below) and sign the agreement (sample also below). 

(4) Coordinate with the Military Police and local Safety Office to publicize and enforce compliance. 

(5) During Privately Owned Vehicle (POV) inspection, verify MC/ATV operators license, MSF/Specialty Vehicle Institute of America (SVIA) card and appropriate PPE. 

(6) Investigate all MC/ATV accidents/incidents to identify cause factors and compliance with agreement. 

(7) Conduct spot checks to verify operators have required training, license and PPE. 

b. Individuals Sign and comply with the “Motorcycle / ATV Operator Requirements and Individual Responsibilities Agreement.” This includes: 

(1) Prior to purchase of a MC/ATV, or operation of such a vehicle on the installation, inform command of your intent. 

(2) Complete required training and inform commander. 

(3) Purchase and use appropriate PPE IAW with the agreement. 

3. Support. 

a. Provost Marshal 

(1) Enforce MC/ATV safety training and protective equipment requirements in local traffic regulation IAW AR 190-5 and DoDI 6055.4. 

(2) Verify appropriate MC safety training prior to issue of installation motor vehicle registration. 

(3) Conduct spot checks to verify operators have required training, license and PPE. Inform commander/leader of results. 

b. Safety Office 

(1) Publicize MC/ATV safety requirements. 

(2) Provide information on MC/ATV training sources and schedules to soldiers and schedule training upon request. 

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY QUIZ
1. Drivers authorized to operate a motorcycle on an Army installation are required to complete: 

a. Only state required training 

b. Orientation Training by the motorcycle seller 

c. Industry provided motorcycle-training course 

d. An Army-approved motorcycle-training course 

2. Traction is? 

a. Tire loading expressed in pounds 

b. Friction between the tires and the road surface 

c. A combination of weight and centrifugal force 

d. A direct function of the weight of the rider relative to the weight of the motorcycle 

3. Slowly rolling on the throttle throughout a curve 

a. Produces traction 

b. Stabilizes the suspension, maintains ground clearance and prevents sudden shifts in traction distribution 

c. Enables the rider to slow just prior to exiting the curve d. Uses just enough traction to enable the bike to “stick” to the roadway as the curve is being made 

4. To select a safe overall speed for a particular corner, the three speeds that should be considered are? 

a. Roll, enter, balance 

b. Slow, lean, look 

c. Approach, entry, exit 

d. Visual, anticipated, actual 

5. The major factors that determine how much traction is available are? 

a. Gravity and road camber 

b. Approach speed, lean angle and ground clearance 

c. Friction force between the tires and road surface 

d. Motorcycle position, rider position and position of accessories
6. The minimum following distance behind the vehicle ahead is? 

a. 4 seconds 

b. 2 seconds 

c. 12 seconds 

d. 6 seconds 

7. The most important piece of personal protective equipment for a motorcyclist is? 

a. Face shield 

b. Helmet 

c. Gloves 

d. All of the above 

8. The requirement for motorcycle safety applies to soldiers? 

a. Off duty and on installation only 

b. On duty and on installation only 

c. At all times on or off duty and on or off installation 

d. On duty or off installation on official business 

9. The prime considerations when selecting an effective motorcycle helmet should include: 

a. Cost and manufacturer 

b. Type (full, three quarter, half shell) 

c. Construction (plastic, fiberglass, Kevlar) 

d. Fit 

e. a and b above 

f. b, c and d above 

10. The largest cause(s) of single vehicle motorcycle accidents is(are) 

a. The rider running wide in a turn and running off of the roadway 

b. The rider riding while intoxicated 

c. The rider not wearing proper protective equipment 

d. The rider failing to yield the right of way to other vehicles 

e. a and b above
