793d MILITARY POLICE BATTALION COMBAT PATCH CEREMONY 


HHD DETACHMENT SERGEANT FORMS THE UNIT (SAME FORMATION AS CASING OF THE COLORS IN BAMBERG WITH STAFF BEHIND CSM AND COLORS.)
CSM
CSM ARRIVES AND COMMANDS “FALL IN, AND REPORT”
CSM


FACES ABOUT.

BC


MOVES TO WITHIN TWO STEPS OF CSM AND HALTS

CSM
RELINQUISHES FORMATION
BC
COMMANDS “AT EASE”, MAKES INITIAL REMARKS, THEN CUES NARRATOR.
NARRATOR 

TODAY IS A SIGNIFICANT DAY FOR YOU, THE SOLDIERS OF THE HEADQUARTERS, AND HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT OF THE 793D MILITARY POLICE BATTALION, AS YOU EXPERIENCE THE TIME HONORED TRADITION OF RECEIVING THE SYMBOL OF YOUR SERVICE TO OUR NATION DURING A TIME OF WAR.

COMBAT PATCH CEREMONIES FIRST BEGAN DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR UNDER GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON.  SOLDIERS WHO HAD SERVED IN A COMBAT ZONE DURING A PERIOD OF ACTIVE ENEMY ENGAGEMENT PLACED THEIR UNIT PATCHES ON THEIR RIGHT SHOULDERS TO SIGNIFY THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE CONTINUED FREEDOM AND PROTECTION OF THE LIBERTIES FOR PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.  TODAY, THE ARMY IS THE ONLY MILITARY SERVICE THAT AUTHORIZES A SOLDIER TO WEAR THE UNIT PATCH OF A WARTIME ELEMENT ON THE UNIFORM. THE UNIT PATCH WORN ON THE UNIFORM WAS BASED ON A UNIT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN OR SUPPORTING OVERSEAS GROUND COMBAT OPERATIONS AGAINST HOSTILE FORCES DURING WHICH THEY WERE EXPOSED TO THE THREAT OF ENEMY ACTION OR FIRE, EITHER DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY. THE COMBAT PATCH CONFIRMED THE SOLDIERS STATUS AS COMBAT VETERANS.  THE COMBAT PATCH IS OFFICIALLY KNOWN AS THE "SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA, FORMER WARTIME SERVICE" (SSIFWS), THOUGH MOST SOLDIERS KNOW IT SIMPLY AS THE “COMBAT PATCH”. 
today, soldiers of the HEADQUARTERS, AND HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT, 793d military polce battalion will RECEIVE the 18th military police brigade combat patch.  this patch symbolizes not only serving with a specific unit during combat, but it also symbolizes Soldiers of the unit are forever bonded to the past and now share a visible statement of shared commitment, value and hardship.   TODAY, YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR COMBAT PATCH FROM A FELLOW SOLDIER WHO PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN COMBAT WITH THE 18TH MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE.  
THE SYMBOLISM OF THE 18TH MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA IS DISTINCTIVE. GREEN AND YELLOW ARE THE COLORS OF THE MILITARY POLICE CORPS.  THE FASCES, AN ANCIENT SYMBOL OF THE ROMAN MAGISTRATE’S AUTHORITY, AND THE SWORD FOR THE MILITARY ARE COMBINED TO SYMBOLIZE MILITARY LAW AND ORDER.
THE 18TH MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE IS THE MOST HIGHLY DECORATED MILITARY POLICE UNIT IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY.  IT WAS ORIGINALLY ACTIVATED IN SEPTEMBER OF 1966 AND DEPLOYED TO VIETNAM AND COMMANDED ALL NON-DIVISIONAL MILITARY POLICE UNITS THAT DEPLOYED TO THAT THEATER UNTIL 1973, WHEN IT WAS INACTIVATED.  THE BRIGADE WAS RE-DESIGNATED IN AUGUST OF 1985 AND HAS CONTINUED TO VALIANTLY SERVE OUR NATION ON NUMEROUS DEPLOYMENTS.  ELEMENTS OF THE 18TH MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE HAVE BEEN DEPLOYED TO IRAQ EVER SINCE THE BEGINNING OF OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM.  THE 18TH MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE TOOK PART IN TEN CAMPAIGNS, AND WAS AWARDED FOUR MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATIONS THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY.  THE BRIGADE WAS ALSO AWARDED THE REPLUBLIC OF VIETNAM CROSS OF GALANTRY WITH PALM FOR ITS OUTSTANDING SERVICE.
BC
 

COMMANDS “BN, ATTENTION”
CSM AND OTHER PRESENTERS MOVE TO POSITIONS
BC/CSM AND OTHERS BEGIN PRESENTING PATCHES.  PATRIOTIC MUSIC PLAYS SOFTLY DURING PRESENTATION OF PATCHES.  ONCE PATCHES ARE HANDED OUT. BC/CSM AND OTHERS RETURN TO ORIGINAL POSITIONS.
BC
 

COMMANDS “STAND AT EASE”
COMMENTS

COMMANDS “BN, ATTENTION”
DIRECTS DET CDR TO TAKE CHARGE OF UNIT.
