PURPLE HEART CEREMONY
23 SEPTEMBER 2008
1128 Narrator: Ladies and Gentleman, the ceremony will begin in two minutes.  Please take your seats and turn off all cell phones and pagers at this time.

1130 Narrator: Ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon, and welcome to today’s ceremony where we will honor four courageous Soldiers. Please stand for the arrival of the official party.

Official party enters and takes their seats

Narrator: Please be seated

On behalf of BG James K. Gilman, Commanding General Great Plains Regional Medical Command and Brooke Army Medical Center, and CSM Donna M. Simmons, Command Sergeant Major, Great Plains Regional Medical Command and Brooke Army Medical Center, we welcome you to today’s Purple Heart Ceremony.

Our distinguished guests are ______________________, 
We would also like to acknowledge our guests: 
Any Cdrs?? 
CSM?? 
and finally, Mr. Kevin Bacon and  
representing the Military Order of the Purple Heart, Purple Heart Association Chapter 1836 for their attendance. 
The Purple Heart is an American decoration, the oldest military decoration in the world in present use and the first American award made available to the common soldier.  It was initially created as the Badge of Military Merit by one of the world’s most famed and best-loved heroes, General George Washington.    The actual order included the phrase, "Let it be known that he who wears the military order of the Purple Heart has given of his blood in the defense of his homeland and shall forever be revered by his fellow countrymen."

General Washington is often pictured as a cold, stern soldier, a proud aristocrat. Yet we know he showed sympathy and concern for his troops, and was not too proud to pray humbly on his knees for his beloved country and for the men who served it, and him, so bravely and loyally. His keen appreciation of the importance of the common soldier in any campaign impelled him to recognize outstanding valor and merit by granting a commission or an advance in rank to deserving individuals. In the summer of 1782 he was ordered by the Continental Congress to cease doing so as there were no funds to pay the soldiers, much less the officers!     

By Executive Order of the President of the United States, the Purple Heart was revived on the 200th Anniversary of George Washington's birth, out of respect to his memory and military achievements, by War Department General Orders No. 3, dated 22 February 1932.  Miss Elizabeth Will, an Army heraldic specialist in the Office of the Quartermaster General, was named to redesign the newly revived medal, which became known as the Purple Heart.

     The Purple Heart is awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States who are wounded by an instrument of war in the hands of the enemy and posthumously to the next of kin in the name of those who are killed in action or die of wounds received in action. It is specifically a combat decoration.
1134 Narrator: Ladies and gentlemen, the host of today’s ceremony, BG James K. Gilman
BG Gilman comes to the stage and makes opening remarks.
At the closing of opening remarks and as the first PH recipient comes forward CSM Simmons moves to the immediate right of BG Gilman. 

Narrator:  Ladies and gentlemen, while it is tradition to stand during the reading of orders, we ask that you please remain seated throughout the ceremony.
1135 Narrator:  Our first Purple Heart recipient is Staff Sergeant Bernard S. Teich.  Would Staff Sergeant Teich along with  his squad leader, SSG Holcomb,  please come to the stage. SSG Teich was born in Providence, Rhode Island and joined the army to serve his country and receive the benefits.  His future plans are to get a job. SSG Teich was assigned to 1st Engineer Company, 5th Brigade, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, serving as a Combat Engineer in Iraq. On 28 February 2007, while on a route clearance mission,  the vehicle hit an improvised explosive device resulting in his combat injuries. 

BG Gilman: Publish the Orders

Narrator:  Attention to Order - By order of the President of the United States of America, the Purple Heart, established by General George Washington, is awarded to Staff Sergeant Bernard S. Teich, for wounds received in action on 28 February 2007.  Given under my hand in the city of Washington, this 19th day of September 2008, signed Pete Geren, Secretary of the Army.  

This is the second award of the Purple Heart for SSG Teich.
BG Gilman presents medal, takes photo w/certificate and coins recipient
SSG Teich will not make comments and exits stage.
1139 Narrator:  Our next Purple Heart recipient is Specialist Lawrence C. Guerro. Would SPC Guerro along with his wife, Karrie Chavez, parents Larry and Marie Guerro, father in law Victor Chavez and mother in law Geneva Guerro, please come to the stage? SPC Guerro was born in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  He joined the Army for college and to protect his country and his future plans are to attend college.  SPC Guerro was assigned to Echo Company, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, serving as a Motor Transport Operator in Iraq. On 25 May 2007, while conducting convoy operations, his vehicle struck an improvised explosive device, resulting in his combat injuries.
BG Gilman: Publish the Orders

Narrator:  Attention to Order - By order of the President of the United States of America, the Purple Heart, established by General George Washington, is awarded to Specialist Lawrence C. Guerro, for wounds received in action on 25 May 2007. Given under my hand in the city of Washington, this 25th day of May 2007, signed Pete Geren, Secretary of the Army.

BG Gilman presents medal, takes photo w/certificate and coins recipient
SPC Guerro will make comments and exits stage.
1143 Narrator:  Our next Purple Heart recipient is Specialist Jordan B. Riddle. Would SPC Riddle along with his sister, Shannon, please come to the stage? SPC Riddle was born in Arlington, Texas.  He joined the Army for life stability and his future plans are to pursue a career in Law Enforcement or Flight Nurse.  SPC Riddle was assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry, serving as a Combat Medic in Iraq. On 9 January 2008, while on patrol, an improvised explosive device rigged building exploded, resulting in his combat injuries.
BG Gilman: Publish the Orders
Narrator:  Attention to Order - By order of the President of the United States of America, the Purple Heart, established by General George Washington, is awarded to Specialist Jordan B. Riddle, for wounds received in action on 9 January 2008. Given under my hand in the city of Washington, this 10th day of January 2008, signed Pete Geren, Secretary of the Army.

BG Gilman presents medal, takes photo w/certificate and coins recipient
SPC Riddle will also be awarded the Combat Action Badge effective 9 January 2008.
BG Gilman presents medal, takes photo.

SPC Riddle will make comments and exits stage.
1148 Narrator:  Our final Purple Heart recipient today is Private First Class Scott T. Curry.  Would PFC Curry along with his wife, Katlin, son, Landon, and his parents Kevin and Sherrie Curry, please come to the stage? PFC Curry was born in Phoenix, Arizona.  He joined the Army to better himself and prepare for a future career.  His future plan is to become a Narcotics Detective.  PFC Curry was assigned to the 24th Transportation Company, serving as a Heavy Equipment Operator in Iraq. On 1 August 2007, while on convoy security his vehicle hit a pothole containing a landmine resulting in his combat injuries. 

BG Gilman: Publish the Orders

Narrator:  Attention to Order - By order of the President of the United States of America, the Purple Heart, established by General George Washington, is awarded to Private First Class Scott T. Curry for wounds received in action on 1 August 2007. Given under my hand in the city of Washington, this 19th day of September 2008, signed Pete Geren, Secretary of the Army.
BG Gilman presents medal, takes photo w/certificate and coins recipient
PFC Curry will not make comments and exits stage.
BG Gilman makes closing remarks and returns to his seat.
1152 Narrator:  Ladies and gentlemen, please stand for the playing and singing of the Army Song and the departure of the official party. 

The official party departs the auditorium. 

1153 Narrator: Ladies and Gentleman, this concludes the formal portion of the ceremony.  We would like to invite the Purple Heart recipients to the stage and ask that you honor these great Americans for their sacrifices. We ask that you allow the purple heart association and then all of the family members to come to the stage first, followed by our remaining guests. The line will begin from the left of the stage. Thank you for your attendance.

