Task Force 82ND Engineer Patch Ceremony

HHC – Color Guard

A/B/C – Area Prep

Commo – Podium, PA System, and Music

Key Leader Rehearsal - Saturday 5 June 2004 1800 hrs.

Task Force 82ND Patch Ceremony Script

0815 Pre-Ceremony Music

0815 Units on line

0825
CSM Gioia Orders TF 82nd to “Attention” followed by “Parade Rest.”  

0828
Two-Minute Warning  (Pre-ceremony music ends)

1LT McVay -  “Invited guests, the ceremony will begin in two minutes.”  

0830
Introduction 
1LT McVay -  “Good morning ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the Combat Patch Ceremony for Task Force 82nd Engineer, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division.  Today, the command will recognize their soldiers for earning the right to wear the combat patch of the 1st Infantry Division on their right shoulder indicating wartime service.  The commander of troops today is the Task Force Commander LTC Gerald P. O’Connor.  Distinguished guests include the commander of the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, COL Dana J. H. Pittard, and the Command Sergeant Major of the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, CSM John Fourhman.”
“Please stand for the invocation, given by the Task Force Chaplain, CPT John Carey.”

Invocation Chaplain Carey gives Invocation

0833
Presentation and Honors

CSM Gioia commands “Task Force, Attention” executes an about face and presents the Task Force to LTC O’Connor.

LTC O’Connor commands “Post”

(Company commanders take their positions in front of their companies)

1LT McVay – “Ladies and Gentlemen, please remain standing for the playing of the National Anthem.”
LTC O’Connor – commands “Task Force, Attention’ Present, Arms”

Commo – When LTC O’Connor presents arms, Commo plays the National Anthem.

LTC O’Connor – commands ‘orders arms” “Parade, Rest”

1LT McVay - “Ladies and Gentlemen, please be seated.”
0835
History of Task Force 82nd , 3rd BCT, 1st Infantry Division

1LT McVay – “Task Force 82nd Engineer consists of companies Alpha, Bravo, and Charlie from the 82nd Engineer Battalion, Bamberg, Germany, a platoon from 2-2 Infantry, Vilseck, Germany, a platoon from 2-63 Armor, Vilseck, Germany, a team from 1/6 Field Artillery, Bamberg, Germany, teams from 101 Military Intelligence, Wuerzberg, Germany, a team from the 315th Civil Affairs Battalion, Ohio, and teams from the 201st Forward Support Battalion, Vilseck Germany.  Task Force 82nd Engineer supports the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, First Infantry Division.

“The Battalion fought valiantly during a host of campaigns during World War II in battles at Sicily, Naples, Anzio, Rome, North Apennines, and within Po Valley.

“In 1990, the 82nd Engineer Battalion deployed with the 2nd Armored Calvary Regiment to Southwest Asia in support of Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm.  On the 24th of February 1991, the battalion led the way with a breach across the Saudi Arabia/Iraq border.   The battalion participated in three campaigns involving the defense of Saudi Arabia and the liberation of Kuwait.  In recognition of their contributions, the battalion received the valorous unit citation.

“Recently the battalion served in the Balkans with one tour in Bosnia and two tours in Kosovo.

“After returning from an extended rotation in Kosovo in July of 2003, the battalion began an immediate preparation and train-up to become a maneuver Task Force for the deployment to Southwest Asia in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. On 13 February 2004, elements of Task Force 82nd Engineer began deploying closing in Kuwait by 16 February.  After an intense RSOI the Task Force entered Iraq in early March and has been conducting Combat Operations to defeat destabilizing forces within Baqubah District and simultaneously conducting SOSO to gain the support of the local populace for transition of control to Iraqi civil military authorities.
The Task Force’s continuing efforts exemplify the 1st Infantry Division’s motto, “No mission too difficult.  No sacrifice too great.  Duty First!”
0840
Presentation of the Combat Patch

1LT McVay - “The combat patch, or shoulder sleeve insignia indicating former wartime service, is a tradition started by the Army during World War II.  Today, AR 670-1 regulates the wearing of the combat patch for all soldiers assigned to US Army units that actively participate in or support ground combat operations against hostile forces.  To qualify for the combat patch, soldiers must be assigned to a unit serving in a declared hostile environment and receive the approval of the Army Chief of Staff.”
LTC O’Connor commands, “Task Force, Attention.”

LTC O’Connor executes an about face and CSM Fourhman moves from behind the color guard to stand on COL Connor’s left side.  

1LT McVay. “COL Pittard and CSM Fourhman will now award LTC O’Connor and CSM Gioia their combat patches, symbolizing the authorization of all soldiers assigned to Task Force 82nd Engineer to wear the Big Red One Combat Patch.”
COL Pittard and CSM Fourhman stand and march toward LTC O’Connor and CSM Gioia.  When the two are in position in front of LTC O’ Connor and CSM Gioia, 

1LT McVay – continues. “IAW AR 670-1, the soldiers of Task Force 82nd Engineer, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division are authorized to wear the 1st Infantry Division Shoulder Sleeve Insignia Indicating Former Wartime Service for their actions as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom.





Signed

JOHN R. S. BATISTE



MG, Infantry





Commanding”
LTC O’Connor escorts COL Pittard and CSM Fourhman to the front rank of Purple Heart Awardees.  

0845
Presentation of the Purple Heart

When LTC O’Connor and COL Pittard begin movement toward the awardees, 1LT McVay continues.

“The Purple Heart is awarded in the name of the President of the United States to any member of an Armed Force who, while serving with the U.S. Armed Services after 5 April 1917, has been wounded or killed, or who has died or may hereafter die after being wounded; In any action against an enemy of the United States; In any action with an opposing armed force of a foreign country in which the Armed Forces of the United States are or have been engaged.”

1LT McVay – LTC O’Connor and COL Pittard are now presenting the Purple Heart and the 1st Infantry Division Combat Patch to the following soldiers.“

	SSG Kelly R. Leaverton 

	SPC Jesse R. Lashaway

	PV2 Cristian Basantes 

	PV2 Jason L. Phipps 


When the awards are complete, the COL Pittard and CSM Fourhman return to their seats. LTC O’ Connor and CSM Gioia award each of the Company Commanders and First Sergeants their Combat Patches and return to their posts.  Once all companies have completed the awarding of patches LTC O’Connor orders, “Stand At, Ease” 

0905
Remarks by LTC O’Connor

1LT McVay – “Ladies and Gentlemen, the Task Force Commander LTC Gerald P. O’Connor.”
LTC O’Connor moves to the podium and gives his remarks.

When LTC O’Connor completes his remarks, he moves back in front of the Task Force  and commands “Task Force, Attention” and executes an About Face.

1LT McVay – “ Ladies and Gentlemen, please stand and join in singing the Army Song followed by the Big Red One Song.”
Commo plays the Army Song and the Big Red One Song. 

0915
Playing of the Army Song and the Big Red One Song
0930
Conclusion

LTC O’Connor executes an about face and commands “CSM”

1LT McVay - “Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for attending today’s ceremony.  Duty First!”
CSM Gioia orders “ First Sergeant’s Take charge of your units”

